
Cross Party Group on the Active Travel Act 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th May 2018 

12.00 noon to 1.30pm, Conference Room B, Ty Hywel. 

Present: see attached list 

Welcome and Introductions: Lee Waters AM (Chair) welcomed people to the meeting, particularly our two 

guest speakers: Victoria Robinson - Operational Manager for Planning and Building Control Vale of 

Glamorgan Council and Roisin Willmott – Director RTPI Cymru.   

Building Active Travel into Wales' Planning System 

Guest Speakers: Victoria Robinson - Operational Manager for Planning and Building Control Vale of 

Glamorgan Council.  Roisin Willmott – Director RTPI Cymru. 

The two speakers gave an outline of how the Active Travel Act was impacting on the planning system.  Roisin 

expressed the RTPI's support for active travel, believing it to be essential for creating liveable communities.  

She commented on the absence of any reference in planning legislation to the Active Travel Act and the 

merely factual references to active travel in the current edition of Planning Policy Wales (PPW), imposing no 

obligations on developers.  She called for the wording to be strengthened so that active travel became an 

essential part of new developments.  She pointed out that active travel faces competition from other "social 

benefits" such as sprinklers and social housing.  She said there was a need for members of planning 

committees to better understand active travel.  She explained the importance of active travel reaching 

beyond transport departments and being embraced across the local authority, particularly by education 

departments.  She emphasised the importance of good design guidance and called for all Welsh Government 

active travel projects to be exemplars of best practice.  Gaining greater public support for active travel was 

vital, there needed to be a clear demand for the infrastructure. 

Victoria explained her role in the Vale of Glamorgan Council where she was in charge of both planning policy 

and the application process.  She spoke of the increasing numbers of edge of settlement sites that were 

often very distant from amenities.  There was a need for more developments to have their own district 

centres and links to transport hubs, which would make active travel more popular because of the shorter 

journey times.  She said that walking and cycling had risen up the agenda in the last few years but there 

were still often battles with highways engineers; there was a real need for more training on active travel 

provision and particularly the Design Guidance.  The Vale of Glamorgan had been asking for a contribution to 

sustainable transport from developers for ten years.  Travel planning was now a requirement for new 

developments.  Smart targets, provisions of bikes and public transport passes had all been in place for the 

past two years. 

Phil Snaith of Carmarthenshire Cycle Forum spoke of how within one square mile in Cross Hands, seven 

developments had taken place which failed to take account of the Active Travel Act or the Design Guidance.  

He complained of inadequate notification of developments, with no requirement to inform organisations 

promoting active travel.  Following campaigning from his forum, two of the developments would now 

receive funding for active travel infrastructure and be included in the Integrated Network Map.  He also 

spoke of problems with 21st Century schools in Llanelli not making adequate, if any, active travel provision. 

 

In the general discussion that followed, the following key points were made:  



• The danger that the reliance on funding around individual developments would result in the creation 

of isolated stretches of paths rather than proper networks that allow people to make complete 

journeys. 

• The importance of engaging communities positively in discussions around active travel infrastructure. 

• Should the forthcoming revision of the Active Travel Act seek to link itself more effectively into the 

planning system? 

• The importance of local leadership in ensuring proper provision, but all too often this is not present. 

• Active travel provision must be included at the earliest stage of constructing a development. 

• Local authorities need to share best practice more effectively.  The WLGA is facilitating this. 

The speakers were thanked for their engaging and challenging contributions. 

Amending Planning Policy Wales – Consideration of a draft submission to Welsh Government's 

consultation 

Matt Price, who had led the CPGATA Working Party on revising PPW, introduced the draft submission, 

explaining that the intention of the document was to move PPW away from a narrative around the benefits 

of active travel and towards a requirement to make meaningful provision.  He emphasised the importance of 

the Design Guidance and Planning Policy working together to make the provision of sustainable transport as 

clear and straightforward for developers as possible.  Dai Lloyd AM welcomed the initiative and stressed the 

importance of taking up this opportunity to help change people's behaviour and adopt a more active 

lifestyle.  He said policy had to go beyond "warm words".  Richard Brunstrom questioned whether the 

wording in the draft submission was sufficiently strong.  Matt agreed to review the draft and change 'should' 

to 'must' wherever possible.  The meeting agreed that, with those changes, the Group would support the 

submission and call on AMs and member organisations to make submissions supporting the CPGATA's 

document. 

The Chair thanked Matt and the working party for their hard work on producing the draft. He said it was 

essential that as many AMs and organisations supported the submission. 

Report on the Survey of Local Authorities' Conduct of the Integrated Network Map Process 

Chris Roberts outlined the main findings from the survey: 

• Very clear that the process has not been as well-resourced as it needed to be. 

• Huge variety in type and level of consultation.  Law and guidance needs to be clearer. 

• Training on the system and the Design Guidance had been inadequate and rarely reached beyond the 

person immediately responsible for compiling the INM. 

• The generally low level of responses to the consultations shows that the process has not worked well.  

What did Welsh Government do to publicise consultations?  One council reported that only eleven 

people in the entire authority area had responded to the consultation. 

• This was the first time that the process had been used but that makes it even more important we learn 

from it and make sure we get it right next time.  

Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes were accepted. 

The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.  



 

Attendees: 

First Name Surname Organisation 

John Griffiths AM 

Dai Lloyd AM 

Julie Morgan AM 

Jenny Rathbone AM 

Lee Waters (Chair) AM 

Ioan Bellin (Representing Simon Thomas AM) 

Meryl James (Representing Julie Morgan AM) 

Thomas Pinder (Representing David Melding AM) 

Darren Price (Representing Dai Lloyd AM) 

Peter  Wong (Representing Jenny Rathbone AM) 

Ken  Barker Cardiff Cycle Campaign 

Richard Brunstrom Cycling UK North Wales 

Catherine Floyd Public Health Wales 

Ellen Jones Sustrans Cymru 

Hugh Mackay Cycling UK Vale of Glamorgan 

Rachel Maycock Living Streets 

Craig Mitchell WLGA 

Gwenda Owen Cardiff Cycle City 

Matt Price Cardiff County Council 

Chris Roberts  Secretary of the CPG 

Victoria  Robinson Vale of Glamorgan County Council 

Geoff Rone Carmarthenshire Cycle Forum 

John Sayce Wheelwrights 

Phil Snaith Carmarthenshire Cycle Forum 

Roisin Willmott RTPI 
 


